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A	message	from	the	PTA…	

ì Troy	Marty																												
2016-2017	President	



ì	

Building	the	Founda/on	for	High	School	and	Beyond	

Moving	to	Middle	School	



Our	Goal	

ì To	ensure	that	all	middle	school	
students	a9ain	the	knowledge	
and	skills	to	be	prepared	for	their	
future.	



ì	

A	brief	introduc/on…	

Who	is	the	principal?	



Who	is	the	principal?	

ì  Mr.	Robert	A.	Motley	
ì  B.A.	–	University	of	Maryland	–	College	Park	
ì  M.Ed.	–	The	George	Washington	University	
ì  Currently	seeking	Ph.D	at	Notre	Dame	Maryland	

University	

ì  Teaching	Career		
ì  French	&	Spanish	Teacher	–	Prince	George’s	

County	(3	yrs)	
ì  Upper	Level	French	Teacher	(Honors	and	AP)	–	

Atholton	High	School	(4	yrs)	



Who	is	the	principal?	

ì  Administra;ve	Career	
ì  Assistant	Principal	

ì Howard	High	School	(3	yrs)	
ì Centennial	High	School	(2	yrs)	

ì  Principal	
ì Patuxent	Valley	Middle	School	(9	yrs)	
ì Glenwood	Middle	School	(2	yrs)	



Meet	the	Staff	

ì  Robert	Motley,	Principal	

ì  Mrs.	Debra	O’Byrne,	Assistant	Principal		

ì  Mrs.	Kelli	Brandt,	Counselor	

ì  Mrs.	Liz	O’Connor,	Counselor	



Meet	the	Staff	

ì  Mrs.	Janowich,	6th	Grade	Team	Leader	

ì  Mrs.	Scepura,	6th	Grade	Team	Leader	

ì  Mrs.	Storr,	GT	Resource	Teacher,	Nominee	
for	Washington	Post	/	HoCo	Teacher	of	Year	

ì  Mr.	David	Apple,	Band	Director	



ì	Understanding	middle	school	
students	



Young	Adolescents…	

ì  Social	Changes	
ì Need	to	belong	to	a	group	
ì Exhibit	immature	behavior	
ì Are	in	search	of	self	
ì Like	fads	
ì Overreact	to	ridicule,	embarrassment,	
and	rejec/on	

	



Young	Adolescents…	

ì  Emo/onal	Changes	
ì Experience	mood	swings	
ì Need	to	release	energy	
ì Seek	to	become	increasingly	independent	
ì Are	concerned	about	peer	acceptance	
ì Are	self-conscious	
ì Believe	that	personal	problems,	feelings,	

and	experiences	are	unique	to	them	
	



Young	Adolescents…	

ì  Intellectual	Changes	
ì Transi/on	from	concrete	thinking	to	
abstract	thinking	

ì Are	intensely	curious	
ì Prefer	ac/ve	over	passive	learning	
ì Have	a	strong	need	of	approval	/	may	
be	easily	discouraged	

ì Are	inquisi/ve	and	oden	challenge	
authority	

	



Young	Adolescents…	

ì  Physical	Changes	
ì Experience	rapid,	irregular	growth	
ì Undergo	bodily	changes	that	may	
cause	awkward,	uncoordinated	
movements	

ì Have	varying	maturity	rates	
ì Experience	restlessness	/	fa/gue	
ì Develop	sexual	awareness	
	



Realities	of	middle	school…	

ì  Two	feeder	schools	–	Bushy	Park	and	Lisbon	
Elementary	Schools	

ì  Older	students—some	8th	graders	may	reach	14	in	
the	spring	

ì  Conflicts	and	bullying	



ì	
What	is	our	directive?	



HCPSS	Goals	–	Vision	2018	

ì  Fulfulling	the	Promise	of	Prepara3on	
ì  Goal	1	–	Students	
ì  Goal	2	–	Staff	
ì  Goal	3	–	Families	and	Community	
ì  Goal	4	--	Organiza3on	



What	the	research	says…	

ì Middle	school	is	a	defining	point	
for	students	in	the	college	and	
career	readiness	process.	

Source:  The Forgotten Middle:  Ensuring that All Students Are On Target For 
College and Career Readiness Before High School, ACT, 2008. 



ì	
"We	are	preparing	students	for	their	future,	not	our	past."	

--	Daniel	Pink	
Author	of	Drive	and	A	Whole	New	Mind	

	

Middle	School	Program	of	Studies	



Middle	School	Program	of	Studies	

ì  Seven	50-minute	classes	each	day	

ì  Daily	instruc/on	in	English	Language	Arts	(ELA),	
Mathema/cs,	Social	Studies,	and	Science	

ì  Innova/on	and	Inquiry	Reading	Modules	

ì  Addi/onal	seminar	classes	for	students	performing	
below	grade	level	in	mathema/cs	

	



Middle	School	Program	of	Studies	

ì  Op/on	for	World	Language	study	beginning	in	7th	
grade	
ì  French	or	Spanish	

ì  Physical	Educa/on	every	other	day	for	an	en/re	
year	

ì  A	variety	of	Related	Arts	classes	
ì  Music,	Art,	Technology	Educa/on,	Family	and	

Consumer	Science	(FACS),	Health	



ì  The	Career	Module	
for	ALL		6th	Grade	
students	as	one	of	
your	related	arts	
courses.		This	
sa/sfies	the	State	
requirement.	

6th	Grade		



Innovation	&	Inquiry	Reading	Modules—
6th	Grade	

ì  Opportuni/es	for	students	to	apply	
disciplinary	literacy	skills	to	real-life,	problem-
solving	situa/ons	

ì  Connec/ons	
ì  Environmental	Literacy:		The	Future	of	

Water	

ì Mathema/cal	Reasoning	

ì  It’s	A	Small	World	



ì	
MS	Program	of	Studies	at	GMS	



6th	Grade	Schedule	for	2015-2016	
Period	 Time	 GRADE	6	

HR	 7:40	–	7:48	 Homeroom	

1	 7:50	–	8:40	 Period	1	(Core	Class)	

2	 8:42	–	9:32	 Period	2	(Core	Class)	

3	 9:34	–	10:24	 Period	3	(Core	Class)	

Lunch	 10:20	–	11:43		 Lunch	(10:26	–	10:56)	

4	 10:	59	–	11:49	
	

Period	4	(Core	Class)	

5	 11:51	–	12:41	 Period	5	(Core	Class)	

6A	/	6B	 12:43	–	1:33	 Related	Arts	
Sem	1	Class	/	Sem	2	Class	

7A	/	7B	 1:35	–	2:25	 Related	Arts	
Sem	1	Class	/	Sem	2	Class	

DISMISSAL	 2:25	



Everyday,	ALL	students	have:	

Seven	classes	

Lunch	

Homeroom	



Everyday,	ALL	students	have…	

Science	

Mathema/cs	

English	Language	Arts	

Social	Studies	

Levels	and	
;me	of	day	
may	vary	

4	of	7	



Other	options…	

Band	/	Orchestra	/	Chorus	

5/6	of	7	



Other	options…(no	band	/	orchestra)	

Reading	Modules:	
1.  Connec/ons	
2.  The	Future	of	

Water	
3.  Taking	Ac/on	to	

Change	My	World	
4.  Expanding	&	

Exploring	Career	
Op/ons	

Math	Seminar	

5	of	7	

Reading	Modules:	
1.  Connec/ons	
2.  The	Future	of	Water	
3.  It’s	A	Small	World	
4.  Mathema/cal	

Reasoning	
	



Explanation	

Math	Seminar	 This	course	is	for	students	who	
need	support	in	mee;ng		

on-grade	level	expecta;ons	in		
math.	

This	course	meets	EVERY	DAY.	

	This	was	determined	by	your	child’s	
elementary	school	5th	grade	teachers	



What’s	left?	2	classes—Related	Arts	

ì  Related	Arts	classes	meet	every	other	day	
ì  A	day	/	B	day	for	a	semester	(1/2	year)	

6/7	of	7	

Period	 Class	 Class	 Period	 Class	 Class	

6A	
A-Day	RA1	
Sem	1	

A-Day	RA1	
Sem	2	 6B	

B-Day	RA2	
Sem	1	

B-Day	RA2	
Sem	2	

7A	
A-Day	RA1	
Sem	1	

A-Day	RA1	
Sem	2	 7B	

B-Day	RA2	
Sem	1	

B-Day	RA2	
Sem	2	



Related	Arts	Options…	

Technology	Educa/on	

Physical	Educa/on	

Family	&	Consumer	Science	

Health	

Music	

Art	

GT	Research	Class*	

*	Open	to	selected	GT	students	

Careers	Module	



Let’s	See	a	Schedule…	

ì  Sixth	grade	student	(all	GT)	

ì  Band	

ì  Above	grade	level	reading	



Period	 Class	

1	 English	Language	Arts	GT	

2	 Science	GT	

3	 Common	Core	Math	7	

4	 Geography	GT	

5	 Band	

6A1	 Physical	Educa/on	

6A2	 Physical	Educa/on	

7A1	 Careers	Module	

7A2	 Tech	Ed	

6B1	 GT	Research	Class	

6B2	 GT	Research	Class	

7B1	 Health	

7B2	 Art	



Let’s	See	a	Schedule…	

ì  Sixth	grade	student		

ì  On	grade	level	reading	



Period	 Class	

1	 English	Language	Arts	

2	 Science		

3	 Common	Core	Math	7	

4	 Geography		

5	 Inquiry	&	Innova/on	Module	

6A1	 Physical	Educa/on	

6A2	 Physical	Educa/on	

7A1	 Music	

7A2	 Careers	Module	

6B1	 Tech	Ed	

6B2	 Art	

7B1	 Health	

7B2	 Family	&	Consumer	Science	



Let’s	See	a	Schedule…	

ì  Sixth	grade	student		

ì  On	grade	level	reading	

ì  Math	Seminar	Support	



Period	 Class	

1	 English	Language	Arts	

2	 Science		

3	 Common	Core	Math	6	

4	 Geography		

5	 Inquiry	&	Innova/on	Module	

6A1	 Physical	Educa/on	

6A2	 Physical	Educa/on	

7A1	 Careers	Module	

7A2	 Health	

6B1	 Art	(may	vary)	

6B2	 Tech	Ed	(may	vary)	

7B1	 Math	Seminar	

7B2	 Math	Seminar	



What	the	research	says…	

ì The	level	of	academic	
achievement	that	students	a9ain	
by	eighth	grade	has	a	larger	
impact	on	their	college	and	career	
readiness	than	anything	that	
happens	academically	in	high	
school.	

Source:  The Forgotten Middle:  Ensuring that All Students Are On Target For 
College and Career Readiness Before High School, ACT, 2008. 



ì	
Middle	School	Success	

College		and	
Career	

Readiness	

Academic	
Skills	

Academic	
Behaviors	

High	School	
Readiness	



ì	
Academic	Skills	



ì	
Finding	the	Balance	

65	%	

25	%	

10	%	

Course Placement 

Course 
Rigor 

Course 
Success 



Is	GT	the	right	decision?	

ì  Follow	recommenda/ons	from	elementary	school	

ì  U/lize	tools	for	success:	
ì  GT	watch	list	

ì  Placement	rates	
ì  2013	–	2014	–	76%	
ì  2014	–	2015	–	64%	
ì  2015	–	2016		--	70%	

ì  GT	seminars	



Supports	for	Academics	

ì  Reading	
ì  Below	Grade	Level	

ì  Interven/ons	–	Read	180	Program	
ì  Ader	school	Program	

ì  On	/	Above	Grade	Level	
ì  Writer’s	Guild	
ì  Modules	(Grade	6,	7,	8)	
ì  GT	Seminars	



Supports	for	Academics	

	

ì  Mathema/cs	
ì  Below	Grade	Level	

ì  Seminar	Class	
ì  Ader	school	Program	
ì  Math	Assistant	in	classroom	

ì  Above	Grade	Level	
ì  Review	and	tes/ng	of	students	to	move	to	next	level	
ì  Seminar	for	advancement	

	



Supports	for	Academics	

ì  Addi/onal	Supports	
ì  History	Day	
ì  Spelling	Bee	
ì  GT	Seminars	

ì  Debate,	Crea/ve	Wri/ng,	many,	many	more!		



Measures	of	Academic	Progress	Testing	

ì  MAP	–	adap/ve	test	
ì  Fall	–	Oct/Nov	
ì  Winter	–	Jan		
ì  Spring	–	May		

ì  RIT	Score	
ì  Norm-referenced		
ì  performance	level	

ì  Data	for	teachers	



Supporting	Academics	

ì  Stay	involved	in	your	child’s	educa/on	

ì  A9end	parent	conferences	

ì  Stay	aware	of	your	child’s	homework	and	
school	demands	

ì  A9end	school	events	

ì  Try	to	connect	outside	experiences	to	school	
learning	to	increase	interest	and	relevance	

Tips	f
or	

Paren
ts	



Academic	Behaviors	



What	the	research	says…	

ì The	earlier	a	student	develops	
important	academically	related	
behaviors,	the	more	likely	these	
behaviors	are	to	become	a	habit.	

Source:  The Forgotten Middle:  Ensuring that All Students Are On Target For 
College and Career Readiness Before High School, ACT, 2008. 



Academic	
Behaviors	

Orderly	
Behavior	

Posi;ve	
Rela;onships	

Academic	
Discipline	

	

AZendance	

What	are	academic	behaviors?	



Supporting	Academic	Behaviors	

ì  Ensure	that	your	child	has	the	materials	and	
place	to	study	at	home	

ì  Set	a	regular	/me	for	homework	

ì  Encourage	your	child	to	be	responsible	for	
chores	and	homework	

ì  Provide	your	child	with	a	range	of	experiences	
to	allow	him/her	to	iden/fy	areas	of	strength	

ì  Talk	to	your	child	

Tips	f
or	

Paren
ts	



Communication	
ì  HCPSS	Connect	

ì  Monitor	student	progress	
for	each	class	

ì  Cobra	Connec/on	
ì  Bi-weekly	publica/on	of	

school	and	community	
events,	awards,	etc.	

ì  School	Messenger	
ì  Updates,	news,	no/fica/ons,	

last	minute	changes	from	
the	school—daily,	weekly,	as	
needed	



Contact	Us…	
ì  Glenwood	Middle	School	

ì  Main:		410-313-5520	
ì  Guidance:		410-313-5525	

ì  Robert	Motley,	Principal	
ì  rmotley@hcpss.org	

ì  Debra	O’Byrne,	Assistant	Principal	
ì  debra_o’byrne@hcpss.org	

ì  Kelli	Brandt,	Counselor,	A-L	
ì  Kelli_Brandt@hcpss.org	

ì  Liz	O’Connor,	Counselor,	M-Z	
ì  Liz_O’Connor@hcpss.org	
	



Upcoming	Activities	

ì  5th	Graders	Visit,	May	23,	2017	

ì  Orienta/on	Day,	August,	2017	

ì  Outdoor	Educa/on,	Mid-October	



6th	Grade	Parent	Orientation		2017	



THANK	YOU!!	



ì	
Naviance	/	Family	Connection	
Student	Services	6th	Grade	Lessons	



Student	Services	Strengths	Curriculum		
Built	into	the	Career	Reading	Module	Class	



Naviance/Family	Connection	

Student	will	use	the	Naviance	program	throughout	middle	and	high	school	



Strengths	Assessment	



Naviance/Family	Connection	



Celebrating	Our	Strengths	



ì	
Outdoor	Education	2017	


